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Core Framing Statement
Modernizing APRN regulations is not solely a healthcare policy issue — it is an economic competitiveness issue affecting workforce stability, employer costs, and community growth.
Why This Matters to Our Chamber
- Healthcare access directly affects workforce productivity
- Rising insurance premiums impact employer sustainability
- Provider shortages strain rural and growing communities
- Regulatory modernization aligns North Carolina with national norms (27 states + DC)
- Business recruitment depends on reliable healthcare infrastructure
Economic Impact Snapshot
- At least $933 million in projected annual healthcare savings (conservative floor)
- Upper-bound modeling reaching $8.9 billion
- Savings assumptions updated to reflect 2023–2025 cost increases
- Almost 700,000 newly insured residents entered the system without proportional provider expansion
- 2026 premium increases projected between 28%–36% in some markets
Workforce & Employer Considerations
- Increased provider supply can ease access bottlenecks
- Earlier access reduces emergency utilization and long-term costs
- Greater deployment flexibility strengthens rural workforce stability
- Supports long-term premium stabilization efforts
What Modernization Does — and Does Not Do
DOES:		- Align with national regulatory standards
- Increase workforce deployment flexibility
- Reduce structural inefficiencies
- Support economic resilience

DOES NOT	- Remove licensure requirements
- Eliminate collaboration
- Lower training standards
- Reduce patient safety collaborations
Suggested CEO Discussion Prompts
- How are healthcare access constraints affecting our local employers?
- What trends are we seeing in premiums and workforce availability?
- How does healthcare infrastructure influence business recruitment in our region?
- Should our chamber engage legislators on competitiveness-related workforce policy?
Closing Positioning
Healthcare modernization supports workforce stabilization, cost containment, and economic competitiveness. Chambers play a key role in ensuring policymakers understand the business implications of regulatory decisions.
