Modernization vs. Status Quo Comparison Sheet

Purpose
This comparison sheet outlines the structural differences between North Carolina’s current statutory framework and a modernized practice authority framework. It is designed for legislative, hospital, business, and stakeholder use to clarify that the issue is modernization of regulation — not elimination of collaboration.
Side-by-Side Framework Comparison
	Current Status Quo
	Modernized Framework

	Mandatory physician supervision contract required by statute.
	Independent statutory authority aligned with education and licensure.

	Practice expansion dependent on securing supervisory agreement.
	Practice expansion based on community need and workforce availability.

	Administrative layers for contract management and documentation.
	Reduced administrative burden and simplified compliance structure.

	Hiring timelines may depend on supervisory availability.
	Hiring timelines driven by workforce supply and operational readiness.

	Limited flexibility to rapidly respond to coverage or population growth.
	Greater flexibility to deploy clinicians where demand is highest.

	Statute written under older healthcare delivery assumptions.
	Regulatory framework updated to reflect modern workforce realities.



What Modernization Does NOT Do
Does not remove physicians from the healthcare system.
Does not prohibit collaboration between clinicians.
Does not eliminate professional accountability or licensure standards.
Does not change educational or certification requirements.
Strategic Framing Guidance (For Internal Use)
When presenting this comparison, lead with modernization and alignment — not conflict. The goal is to demonstrate regulatory updating, workforce flexibility, and access responsiveness. Avoid framing that suggests displacement or professional competition.
Bottom Line
The debate is not about whether collaboration exists — it already does. The question is whether statutory rigidity should continue to limit workforce deployment in a state experiencing coverage growth and capacity pressure.
