Rural Healthcare Access & Workforce Sustainability
Quick Reference Overview for County Commissioners
WHAT COMMUNITIES ARE SEEING
• Longer wait times for healthcare services
• Provider shortages in rural communities
• Increased travel distances for care
• Growing pressure on local hospitals
• Increased emergency department strain
WHY IT MATTERS
• Economic development and employer recruitment
• Workforce participation and retention
• Aging populations and rural access challenges
• Hospital stability and healthcare infrastructure
• Long-term community sustainability
CURRENT CONVERSATIONS FOCUS ON
• Strengthening healthcare access
• Improving workforce utilization
• Supporting local healthcare systems
• Reducing unnecessary administrative barriers
• Strengthening long-term rural sustainability
WHY LOCAL LEADERS MATTER
County commissioners and local leaders play an important role in helping elevate local healthcare realities, support healthcare sustainability, strengthen collaboration, and ensure rural perspectives remain part of broader statewide conversations.
KEY MESSAGE
This is not a political issue.

It is a practical community sustainability issue affecting healthcare access, workforce stability, local economic competitiveness, and long-term rural viability.
